APPLES VICTORIA NEWS 



1990 EXECUTIVE 




President: 

Vice-President: 

Treasurer & Membership: 

Robin Farquhar 
Dave Barlow 

592-1432 

477-6792 

MAILING ADDRESS 

Secretary: 

Pam Richardson 

381-5917 

P.O. Box 5338, Stn. B 

Recording Secretary: 

Claudia Boorman 

592-1012 

Victoria, B.C. 

Society Organization: 
Librarians: 

Editors: 

Gary Peterman 

Ron Dyck 

Gary Peterman 

Bill Weldon 

Syd Langhelt 

478-8613 

382-7486 

592-6580 

385-2780 

V8R 6S4 


NOTICE OF NEXT MEETING 

DATE: Thursday, June 7, 1990 

TIME: Doors open at 7 p.m. Meeting starts 

at 7:30 sharp! 

PLACE: Richmond Elementary School 

(Main entrance, turn right, 
upstairs, north wing) 

2780 Richmond Road. 

Parking is available on site or on the North side of 
Townley St. Please note that we must be out by 10 
p.m. 

(Meetings are held the first Thursday of every 
month from September through to June.) 

MEETING FORMAT: 

- Group Business 

- Questions & Answers/Open Discussion 

- Main Theme: Publish It! 3 Demo 

- Special Interest Groups (SIGs) 

With any luck, your Editor will give a demo of 
Publish It! 3, the leading DTP software for the 
Apple family. 

N0TE8 FROM THE MAY MEETING 

R obin opened the meeting with a request to put a 
hold on our plans to become a registered 
Society. Norm was the driving force behind 
the idea, and as he is now on a leave of absence, no 


one else in the Executive feels up to the challenge. 
There were no volunteers from the members 
attending, either. A vote showed no one opposed to 
putting the Society plans on the back burner for a 
while. 

Gary had piles of computer magazines on display that 
had been donated to the group and were not needed for 
our book library. He offered them for sale to the 
members for a minimum donation of 25 cents per 
magazine. Monies raised will be used to acquire 
additional books for our library. 

Newsletters from other Apple Groups have now been 
organized into separate, labelled binders and are 
available for loan or browsing through at meetings. 
There are a lot of interesting articles in these 
newsletters that can‘t possibly make it into our own 
newsletter, so they are worth reading. A book on 
Ultra Macros (a Timeout add-on to AppleWorks) is 
now in the library as well. Syd explained the 
purpose of the mail reviews he‘s been writing for our 
newsletters: to make members aware of the variety of 
mail we receive each month, to give highlights and to 
encourage members to read them in greater detail on 
their own. As discussed in our last newsletter, we 
received a large mailing from Apple User Group 
Connection in April. Please note these are coming 
from the States now; Apple Canada no longer seems to 
be involved. Syd also had copies of a list of patches to 
AppleWorks for anyone interested. 

What do you want to hear about in our newsletter and 
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at our meetings? Your comments and ideas are always 
welcome! 

Pam had just received her free Apple mouse pad in the 
mail and was impressed with its look and 
performance. The pad is white with a red apple logo 
and motto on it: "The power to be your best." It is 
light weight, and the smooth, h ard surface is durable 
and anti-static. It was worth 
the wait. 


The latest addition to our disk 
library is Warp 6 (software to 
run your own bulletin board). 
The latest video from Apple 
contained a 7 minute segment 
on GTY, a CD disk created by 
N ational Geographic 

containing motion footage, 200 
maps, 1600 photos and 34 shows 
in 2 hours of produced video. 
As we viewed this video article 
at the meeting, we saw how 
schools are using the GTY disk 
and Apple Ilgs computers to 
enhance the teaching of 
History. It is a multi-media 
resource, allowing students to 
view existing shows or to make 
their own presentations. They 
can use it for research 
(database search) and then 
reorder or write their own 
reports, either in groups or 
individually. 


m '"" 1 W. i , ~ 
* iI'Kfr >. • 


' V: ; .. r ;. ■« 

i" •/<:-;■ i, :*.,]] JiTi'll.'irt’. :V ' 








s 1 v - v.'/mf;.* • i : 




II, 


.i; 'O ! 


KM Hi 

!j l! i'il{i V "' 1 


camera, YCR, laser disk. The quality of this source 
equipment has a direct bearing on the quality of the 
picture you capture. A 4-head YCR is far better 
than a 3-head machine, which allows the image to 
flicker a lot more. Also, if the images have been 
recorded on ultra long play mode you get better 
results than if regular play was used. The quality 
of the picture is a lso affected by the type of monitor 
you use, and whether or not you 
choose colour or black and white. 
The Ilgs can only display 16 
different colours at any one 
time. You will therefore get 
better results if you choose an 
image that has a limited number 
of colours or colours that are 
close in tone. RGB monitors 
produce a clearer, better quality 
colour picture than a colour 
composite monitor. For the best 
quality picture, however, choose 
black and white. If you don't 
have a colour printer, or if your 
finished product is going to be 
photocopied, black and white 
would be your proper choice 
anyway. 
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Your Editor, much reduced from the 
video picture (looks much better on full 
screen) 


Computer Eyes (Yideo) 

Demo 

There are several ways to get a picture on your 
computer screen. If you have a drawing or painting 
program, you can draw your own picture. This takes 
a lot of time and some degree of talent to produce 
quality art work, although it can be a lot of fun. If 
you don't feel artistic, you can buy disks with 
pictures and clip art that other people have created or 
collected and load them ready-make into your 
program. Finding the right computer graphic to 
enhance your newsletters, reports, letters etc. is 
sometimes quite difficult. If you have access to a 
scanner, you can digitize any paper artwork, 
capturing it for use on screen. Another method is to 
capture an image from a laser disk using a CD player, 
a video tape using a YCR, or a live image from a 
video camera. With the right hardware and software, 
you can capture your own professional looking 
graphics. 

Allen McCracken gave an excellent demonstration of 


But how does it really work? 
The Computer Eyes software 
translates the video signal it 
receives by treating it like a TY 
image. There are 640 * 200 dots 
(or pixels) on the screen, each of 
which must be "lit up" to the 
right intensity and colour (or 
shade) for any given picture. On a TY, the screen 
image is refreshed 30 times every second. As our 
human eyes recycle at a rate of 28 times per second, 
and as phosphorus deteriorates at a slower rate than 
that, we usually don’t see any flicker in the 
picture. In a colour (RGB) picture, the signal for 
each dot is split into 3 varying voltages, 1 for each 
colour. Computer Eyes stores the location and all 3 
voltages for each pixel in a "raw date" file. If you 
choose to save the picture in raw data format it 
would fill an 800K disk. Fortunately, Computer 
Eyes allows you to store your picture in a variety 
of formats. This not only saves disk space, bit it 
allows your captured video picture to be use) by 
other graphics programs. Your options are: r er 
Hi-Res (black and white only), Double s, 

Single Hi-Res, Print Shop, Dazzle Draw, aru .*w 
Data. 

Allen demonstrated how to capture a live image 
using a video camera attached to the computer. The 
subject (in this case Bill) co-operated by keeping s* 11 

















from the raw data still in the computer. You can 
define the number of different colours you want (up 
to 16) and the amount of colour separation (subtle 
shadings to very distinct). 


MINUTES FROM THE EXECUTIVE 

MEETING - May 18,1990 

Present: Syd, Claudia, Ron, Bill, Pam, Robin. 


You can change a picture in other ways as well. 
You can alter shading levels, like the tints on TV. 
You can alter contrast and intensity. Your picture 
can be inverted (like a picture negative) , mirrored, 
shrunk, expanded or 
scrolled. These 

changes are 

immediately apparent 
on the screen. An 
expanded picture loses 
detail, however. 

When you scroll a 
picture, the part 
moving off the screen 
gets erased. This is 
handy for framing a 
picture if your other 
graphic programs don't 
allow cropping. 

If you choose to 
capture a picture in 
black and white you 
get double the 

resolution (clarity) on 
a 6 second scan, plus 
you have a 12 second 
scan option. The 

quality of your camera _ 

also affects the clarity of your picture. 



‘Tftere's rarf/imy miaJi I tan rtir 
fry* disA." 


Items of Business: 

1. Next executive meeting will be (tentatively) the 
3rd Thursday in Auflust f 17t hi. 

2. Our June 7th 
meeting will feature a 
demo of Publish It! 3. 

3. The first meeting 
in the fall will be 
Thurs., Sept. 6. 

4. All members are 
requested to return 
books/ videos/newsletters 
that they have borrowed 
at the June meeting. 
Otherwise, Gary will be 
calling you! 


WANTED!! 

Vision Lab Shareware 
for the Mac, or any 
program that will 
convert a GIF file to a 
PICT or MacPaint 
format. Contact Claudia 
(592-1012) or leave 
message for Terry on 


Advantage BBS (604-385-8666). 


Allen had captured various pictures from video tapes 
(including Roger Rabbit) to show us a range of 
composition and quality. He had even captured an 
image of A1 Bundy directly off the TV, which is 
only possible if the image stays static for at least 6 
seconds. Allen then tried to demonstrate capturing 
an image from a video tape. The VCR, however, was 
of poorer quality and/or wasn't properly adjusted and 
the picture kept flickering when on pause, making it 
almost impossible to capture an image. If an image 
moves or flickers while you are trying to capture it, 
the picture becomes indistinct or blurred. White 
dots indicate missing pixels where the signal was 
momentarily interrupted. 

As he has a colour printer, Allen does much of his 
work in colour. He likes to use his captured images 
in on-screen displays using Hyper Studio. He also 
likes to use sound from his own digitized 
recordings. Sounds like a good topic for another 
demo! 

Many schools are now using videos with their 
computers. A popular project is to produce a school 
yearbook, in either printed or screen display formats 
(HyperCard, HyperStudio), using digitized images 
of each of the students. 


BITS' N PIECES 

The May issue of Apple BYTES (London Apple Corps) 
has a brief but pointed article about Canadian Custom 
Brokers and mail orders from the USA. Readers 
beware of having goods shipped via UPS and other 
couriers. 

A review of the best of Public Domain Software and 
Shareware appears in the June issue of A+ inCider. 
Also in this issue, Applied Engineering's ad for 
TransWarp III indicates an an upgrade from 8 to 12 
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MHz is coming. Hopefully, this will also be 
available for the TransWarp GS. 

THE GRAPHIC EXCHANGE 

by John MacLean 

(Roger Wagner Publishing, Inc) 

This is very good and reasonably priced software for 
converting various Apple II graphic formats from one 
type to another, including Macintosh graphics to 
Apple II. The formats include Print Shop, Print 
Shop GS, Newsroom Clip Art and Photo, normal and 
double lo- and hi-res, 320 SHR colour, 640 SHR 
(colour & b/w), and MacPaint doc (576x720). 

When booted, the Exchange System file decides 
whether to load Exchange.P8 (ProDOS 3) or 
Exchange.P16 (ProDOS 16 or GS/OS). I found that 
my copy insisted on loading ProDOS 3 and I first 
thought that it didn't accept GS/OS v.5.02. However, 
on reading the manual, it notes that if you have too 
many CDA's or NDA's, there is a memory usage 
conflict, and you should remove some of the desk 
accessories or some of the drivers in the System folder 
which are not being used. (The error message that 
you get is $0054, no explanation. This is an 
"insufficient memory 1 ' error. With four MB on 
board, this was rather startling. I wish that I could 
find a chart listing all these system errors.) 

Back to the program. The main menu appears with a 
list of the options (Fig. 1). When you press Catalog 
or the options listed below you get a second menu 
which permits you to to select the volume and prefix 
from which to load or to save a file. When you select 
"Load graphic", a sub-menu appears (Fig.2) from which 
you select the mode (DHR, SHR, etc.). Either a mouse 
or the arrow keys can be used for the selection. 
Clicking the mouse on your choice brings up the 
Select Volume or Prefix menu (Fig. 3). On selecting 
the prefix, a catalog appears of all the available 
graphics in the selected mode. 

After choosing the graphic to be converted, you select 
the mode for the converted graphic (Fig. 2). Then you 
select the type of transfer from the options on the 
upper left of the menu (standard transfer, scaled 


Tkt Grifkic Excku^t Cojfn^kt (C) 1988 Ttckflov Ptj ; Lti. Esc : Qiit 


Disjlij ffrtjkic 
Stuiiri truster 
Solti truster 
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transfer, etc). 


To save a graphic, you highlight "Save graphic", 
press the mouse button, select the desired mode 
(SHR, etc.), and the options for saving appear at the 
upper right of the mam menu: 

PNT / Packed / Apple Preferred 
PNT / Packed / Paintworks 
PNT / Packed / PackBytes 
PIC / Unpacked / Picture 
BIN / Unpacked / Binary 
$E1 / Unpacked / GraphicWriter 
Select one of the above, press the button, select the 
prefix, and there you have it. 


ByteQComputers 


THE BETTER WAY OF DOING BUSINESS 


Don J. McCormack 

- DIVISION OF McKAY SYSTEMS CORP. LTD. - 

2001A Douglas St., Victoria, B.C. V8T 4K9 
Tel: (604) 383-4485 Fax: (604) 383-2715 
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As I have not yet any MacPaint graphics, I was 
unable to test that feature. However, the others all 
worked. The only thing that I could complain about 
is that there is not enough space on the prefix 
listing for all of the subdirectories on my hard 
disk. What happened was the jumble shown in Fig. 
4. Try to find the "Graphics" folder. (Hint: It's 
somewhere in the upper left, but is invisible). 

As noted above this is a bargain for the price which 
ranges from about $29 to $35 US by mail order. The 
manual is very clearly written. 


MEMBERSHIP 

We welcome three new members this month: 


Audrey Copping 
Bob Pellow 
Doug Reece 


477-6739 

385-4772 

336-6967 


Tit Grijki* Exckujp Coffhfkt (Cj 1988 Ttckflov Ft?, Lli. 

Esc : Miii itu 

Cirrut frefix 


?0lUt UX( 

Slot Dri« 

TALFRACTALSNIFTYLISTER8 


SEAGLE 

VRITEfHDlf 


/RAM 

3 2 



iHDl 

7 1 

EmtT oiliit Tolimts 

■'HD2 

n •) 



i'AV.NEVS3 

5 1 

Cmrreit subdirectories 



SYSTEM 

MODEM 

AE 

MAC.FONTS 

UTILS 

A. VIC 

FASTDATA 

CLIPART 

APPLETALK 

HYPERSTUDIO 

REPAIRV0RE8 

PR08EL16 

8CBIPTS 

QUICKIE 

TSVRITE.IT 

NDA.MASTER 

A2.F0NT.UTIL 

EMSI 

HAZE 

DISK.LIBRARY 

FUBLI8H.IT3 

GSP0NTS 

SEG.PR.ED 

AEPC 

C0PYII 

ICONS 

COLUMNIST 

DICED 

Select Volut or prefix 


Bictyotli color 

: Now 


Figure 4 



Our membership now stands at 39. 

MAIL BAG 

Apple User Group Connection 

The May package of User Group Connection materials 
arrived in a large carton that Claudia had to struggle 
with from our postal box pickup. What goodies did 
Apple Cupertino have for us? Read on! 

We received several copies of the May/June 
QuickConnect, the newsletter for Apple User 
Groups. This issue addresses topics such as working 
together with other user groups, saving money on 
Applelmk, and tips on giving good demos. Copies 
available in our library. 

At last month’s meeting, we saw portions of the April 
User Group Video. Well, another video called The 
Power of Apple Desktop Media Video was packed 
into the May/June carton . It turned out to be a video, 
reference guide and brochure on using the power of 
the Macintosh to present ideas and information. It 
was an eyeopener for me to see the variety within the 
eight Macintosh CPUs and configurations presented 
on the reference guide poster. 

? ? Apple ImatfeWriter LQ ? ? 

Do you have an ImageWriter LQ with a serial 
number less than 183101013 ? Apple has a whole unit 
exchange program to assist LQ owners experiencing 
certain problems with their printers. This rework 
exchange program will be discontinued on October 31, 
1990. You have been warned! 

And now, Ta-da! Two gigantic binders containing a 
COMPLETE set of Apple U and Macintosh Tech 
Notes filled the carton. We have added them to our 


Computer Systems & Software 


LON TAYLOR 

President 


City Centre Plaza 
204 - 1483 Douglas Street 
Victoria. B.C.. Canada V8W 3K4 
FAX (604)386-2515 

PH. (604) 382-3475 
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resource library. 
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Data, Macros, Installing TimeOut and on the 
updated Shnnklt 3.01. 




The May AppleWorks Forum from the National 
AppleWorks Users Group has all sorts of AppleWorks 
items in it. 

1 ■ 11 

Telephone: (604) 380-9988 Richard Catinus 

300-703 Broughton Street 
Victoria, BC 
V8W1E2 

Ad^ntag e 

g Computers Ltd. 

Authorized Dealer 


The five page software review, with four sample 
printouts, on TimeOut ReportWriter gave me an 
indepth understanding of this impressive product. 
This AW enhancement lets you combine data from up 
to 11 AW files into a single report. This can be data 
stored in different AppleWorks word processor, data 
base, and spreadsheet files. The reviewer concludes 
that "ReportWriter is a powerful, complex product 
that adds significant reporting capability to 
AppleWorks. It is "not easy to learn and is not for 
AppleWorks beginners" but a regular user of 
AppleWorks data base and/or spreadsheet modules 
should consider ReportWriter. (US$79.95 from Beagle 
Brothers) 

The regular feature. Novice Notes, continues with the 
series on "How to Prepare Your First Spreadsheet". 
These step by step articles describe how to design and 
develop a spreadsheet template and are full of 
informative tidbits for novice and accomplished 
developers. 

The article on "How to Improve the Output from Your 
ImageWriter" describes using WD-40 to clean and 
lubricate the printhead pins. 

AppleWorks GS 1.1 word processor module is 
reviewed. The reviewer states that AWGS is "fast, 
easy to use, and offers impressive output, 
particularly from a laser printer." 

Apple S.A.U.C.E. (Saskatoon,Sask.) 

Their May issue is full of AppleWorks information 
and hints. The AppleWorks 3.0 Help Line is a Q & 
A article covering many situations and concerns that 
pop up when using AppleWorks 3.0. 

There are also discussions on Converting AppleWorks 


Bytelines.fNorthern Indiana Apple Users 

Group) 

Certificate Maker(Springboard Software) was 
reviewed in the February issue. (It took a while to 
get here!) This oldie, 1986?, creates awards, 
diplomas, or certificates that can be used in the 
office, school, club or just for fun. It is simple to 
use and produces very acceptable documents. The 
review concluded with "Certificate Maker is an easy 
to use, easy to learn, well written program that does 
its job as well as the hardware it was written for 
can do it." 

(Note: I’ll bring my copy of Certificate Maker and 
Certificate Library to the June meeting. You can 
take a look at it after Bill’s demonstration. Syd) 


CREDIT DEPARTMENT 


Many thanks to Pam for this month’s cartoon. It 
was reproduced using the Quickie. Also, thank you 
Claudia and Syd for your contributions. 

APPLES VICTORIA is an independent publication 
not affiliated or otherwise associated with or 
sponsored or sanctioned by Apple Computer, Inc. or 
Apple Canada Inc. The opinions, statements, 
positions, and views stated herein are solely those of 
the authors) or publisher and are not intended to be 
the opinions, statements, positions or views of Apple 
Computer, Inc. or Apple Canada Inc. Apple II, II+, 
lie, IIc+, He, Ilgs and Macintosh are registered 
trademarks of Apple Computer, Inc. AppleWorks and 
AppleWorks GS are registered trademarks of Claris 
Corporation. 

Any article in this newsletter may be reprinted by 
com uter users groups provided that proper credit is 
given. 



Have a good summer one and all, and see you in 
September! 
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